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MDcCXI. vII. 


Gentlemen, Clergy, and Frecholders 


Mayors, Jurats, Bailiffs, Aldermen, Common Council- 
men, and Burgefles of all the Cities, Towns-Corporate, and 
Boroughs throughout the ſaid Kingdom of GREAT BR1TAIN. 


The following neceſſary and friendly Advice is humbly offered, by 


a CoRDIAL ADMIRER of Truth and Liberty, and a Zealous Friend to this 
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Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders 
5 Sr I 
Counties in GR EA 1 B RITAIN, &c. 


Gentlemen, Friends, and Countrymen, 


© URE it requires very little Argument to convince 
Mien of common Senſe, that in this Country they 
have a conſtitutional, as well as a natural Right to 
be free. By Freedom, is not nor can be meant, that 
every Individual ſhould act as he liſts, and according 
as he is ſwayed by his own Paſſions, Vices, or Infir- 
mities ; but Freedom is a Right every Man has to do 
what he will with his own, conformable to Law ; 
is a Right every Man has to be judged impartially by 
his Equals, and to have his Property ſecured to him 
and his Poſterity, If Freedom therefore is thus 
founded in Juſtice, and juſtifiable by Reaſon and ſound Senſe, the Support 
and Preſervation of it is certainly a Conſideration of the higheſt Importance, 
when you come to reflect on the great Duty you owe to yourſelves, to Poſte- 


rity, and to Millions of your Fellow Subjects. 
A 2 The 


The Bleſſings that are derived from a well conſtituted Liberty, cannot poſſi- 
bly be continued to you and yours, if once the Majority of this Nation ſhould 


become profligate and abandoned, devoid of all Senſe of Honour, or 8enſ of 


Shame; when once each Particular hall conſult only his own immediate + 
pakry Convenience, then the Frame, the Spirit, the Beauty of this Conſtitu on 


muſt moulder, wither, and decay, and all its Harmony be loft. 


It is therefore equally honeſt and neceſſary to offer you this friendly Admo- 
nition, which the approaching Diſſolution of this Parliament renders yet more 
ſeaſonable, leſt an over-late 8 of the Indignities endured by a brave 
and free People from the Cabals of” deſigniag Miniſters, and the Treachery of 
pretended Patriots, ſhould leave you under the dreadful Dilemma of chuſing ei- 
ther a tame Submiſſion to tyrannical Power, or a fatal Struggle for the Preſerva- 


tion qt Vour Liberty. . 3 i» r 3 # 


Then ſure, you will (my Counttymen) as is is your Duty, ee your honeſt 
Aſſiſtance to fave your Country, by a ſober, prudent Choice of your Repreſen- 
tatives. If a violent and extraordinary miniſterial Meaſure ſhould be taken to 
diflolve the preſent Parliament, you will have once more (and perhaps but once) 
an Opportunity of declaring in à lawful Männer, whether you will or will not 
be free; and if you ſhould be ſo unfortunate as to miſ-judge in the Choice of 
your Rępręſentgtives, (notwithſtanding the Precaution, - which I ſhall hereafter 
paint put ta you) and man; of them (like Villains) ſhopld barter away your 
Liberties to gratify their Inſolence or Revenge, their Avarice or Ambition; 
nevertheleſs I affirm, that thoſe Electors, who ſhall act on the Principles of 
Liberty, though miſtaken in their Choice, will have ſome Degree of Self- 
conſolation, when they reflect, that the cruel Treaſon does not lie at their 


Doors. 


The Diſſolving of a Parliament, is always acknowledged and underſiood to 
be a violent Meaſure, merely Miniſterial, and cannot be National, and beſpeaks 
ſome extraordinary political Jobb to be put in Execution, that will not bear the 
Light, and muſt mean to declare, that it is not ſafe to ſuffer the Elections 
to take Place after the Secret is out. I will ſtate to you a few Points, that, 
fince the Commencement of: the War, this Nation is further indebted upwards 
of Twenty Millions, and has. ſpent upwards of forty-two, that we have ex- 
ported out of this trading Country, upwards of twelve Miltions to ſupport a 
moſt impracticable, unſucceſsful, expenſive War on the Continent, and have loſt 
above. fourſcore Thouſand Men by. Land and Sea. It is known by all, that 
the Marine is our natural Strength, which lately Admiral Auſon and Warren's 
Conduct and Succeſs evidently. prove, but we have (nay we muſt have) neglected. 
this national favourite Point, for the Sake. of another favourite Poiut, the Land 
War. So that we have loſt upwards of thirteen Hundred Ships, taken by the 
Enemy, together with Madras, our principal Settlement in the Baſt Indies: 
And turn your Eyes upon the Continent, and you will find the French in poſſeſ- 
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lion of all Flanders. 
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A hate memorable ungrateful Reſignation of Employments, or rather Deſertion 
of his Majeſty's Service by a powerful Faction, in the midſt of the late horrid 
Rebellion, grown formidable merely by a Series of Miſcohduct, ſupported by Ex- 
pedients with as much falſe Ability as Want of Oeconomy ; I fay ſuch an Ont- 
rage againſt the Honour, the Dignity, the known Prerogative of the Crown, 
jf at that Juncture when the Conſtitution of Great Britain was reduced to ſo 
nice, ſo tremendous a Criſis, plainly demonſtrates to what immoderate Lengths 
the Ungrateful and Ungenerous will run, when ſpur'd on by Pride, Revenge, 
Avarice, and Ambition. If ſuch Men ſhould find it impoſſible to continue a 
Continent War upon ſo unequal, ſo impracticable a Plan as the preſent, they may 
be induced, from the above righteous Motives, to conſent to an infamous, diſ- 


honourable and ſcandalous Peace, ſuch as may render it neceſſary to have an 


immediate new Courtly Parliament, to fave their Heads who made it at leaſt for 
Seven Years, 


Suppoſe then the Parliament diſſolved. You now only are permitted to chuſe your 
Repreſentatives once in Seven Years ; but remember you once had a Right to judge 
of the Behaviour of your Repreſentatives every three Years. That Parliament which 
you or your Fathers choſe to repreſent the Commons of Great Britain for three 
Years only, aſſumed a Power not delegated to them by the Commons, to con- 
tinue themſelves for ſeven. Sure this ought to have alarmed the People, for it 
was an Act that Parliament could not, in common Juſtice and common Senſe, 
have a Right to paſs, particularly in regard to themſelves; but, to Aſtoniſhment, 
ſo ſupine and careleſs, ſo little jealous have you been ever ſince, of that great 
Branch of your Liberty's being torn from you; I fay, it is to my Aſtoniſhment, 
that every County, City, Borough, and Town-corporate, have not, one and all, 
obliged thoſe they choſe to repreſent them in Parliament, folemnly to declare un- 
der their Hands and Seals, that they would grant no Supplies, or Aids of Money 
to the Crown whatever, let the Exigencies of Affairs be ever ſo great, unleſs that 
unjuſt, odious, deſtructive Act was previouſly repealed, which entitles Members 
to fit for ſeven Years in Parliament; and an Annual Parliament cr a Triennial 
one eſtabliſhed in its room, You have a Right to elect, it is true, but ſure no Man 
pretends a Right to be elected; Have not you a Right therefore to make Terms 
on behalf of yourſelves and the Nation, with thoſe you conſtitute and appoint 
to repreſent you? Suppoſe (and it is with deep Concern I mention it) that ſome 
may be ſo wicked and profligate, even to Perjury, as to take Bribes from Candi- 
dates or their Agents for their Votes; one would wonder that even ſuch Miſcre- 
ants ſhould be ſuch ſenſeleſs Fools, as not to have ſome Security for reſtoring to the 
Nation its declared conſtitutional Right of chooſing Repreſentatives frequently,and 
to the Conſtitution its Right of being deſended by a well ordered and numerous 
Militia, which ts the only ſafe internal Defence of this Country, and aboliſhin time of 
Neace that ante-conſtitutional Tool of Power, a Standing Army. Should you not 
like ie inſiſt with your Repreſentives, that they ſhould, previous to granting of 
Money, procure a more extenſive Place Bill, at leaſt to exclude all Officers of the 
Army under the Degree of Colonels of Regiments, from fitting in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and likewiſe all Sea-Officers under the Degree of Rear- Admiral? Will you 
not, in Juſtice to yourſelves, in Compaſſion to your Country, as Lovers of Liberty, 
and as honeſt reaſonable Men, inſiſt with all thoſe without Diſtinction, who 

offer yon their Services to repreſent you in Parliament, that they ſhall (previ- 
_ ons to their Elections) fign and ſeal Duplicates, wherein they ſhall declare 
1 ſolemnly 


(6 9 
folemnly, that they will not adhere to, ſupport, or put Confidence in, any Ad- 
miniſtration whatever, nor grant any Aids of Money to the Crown, until thoſe 
juſt Rights and Demands of the People are procured, by the three abovemen- 
tioned Acts of Parliament being obtained; namely, the Repeal of the Septen- 
nial Bill, which enables Men to repreſent the Commons of Great Britain for 
the unreaſonable Term of Seven Years. An Act to conſtitute an effectual and 
numerous Militia throughout the Kingdom, and a further Place-Bill, at leaſt 
to exclude Officers, as abovementioned, 


Give me Leave to add, if you let ſlip this Opportunity, in all human Pro- 
bability, this Nation will be certainly undone. We are all in the fame Ship, 
we muſt all fink together. Think of the extravagant Influence an unconſti- 
tutional Number of Placemen fitting in the Houſe of Commons may have, 
if directed by a diſſolute, immoral, luxurious Miniſtry, Reflect on the Con- 
ſtitutional Right you have to defend yourſelves by a Militia ; and ſeriouſly pon- 
der on the vexatious Influence, the monſtrous Expence, the Idleneſs, the De- 
baucheries of a Standing Army in Time of Peace ; and think with Horror, 
that in ſeven Years Time a corrupt Set of Men may give up your Liberties for 


ever. 


I have thus, in the Fulneſs of my Heart, ventured to addreſs you. This 
Paper favours not of Faction, nor is it a Party Libel ; but ſpeaks melancholly 
alarming Truths. Inſiſt (as you have an undoubted Right) on ſomething like 
the following Declaration, to be ſigned and ſealed by all your Repreſentatives, 
or you will be bought, you will be fold, you will be undone. Let the Suc- 
ceſs of theſe my honeſt Endeavours prove as it will, I have done my Duty; 
and you cannot fay, (my Country men) hereafter, that you had no Warning; 
now ſhew your Zeal for Liberty, exert your publick Spirit, give Proofs that 
you deſerve to be free, Farewel, 


A 


DECLARATION 


Which all honeſt Men will not refuſe to fien, if re- 
quired, and what all prudent Men will require to 
be ſigned by thoſe who offer themſelves as Candidates 
to ſerve in Parliament. e 


A. B. who now offer myſelf as a Candidate to be elected to ſerve in Par- 
liament for do ſolemnly and cordially declare, 
upon my Honour and Conſcience, that if I am choſen a Member to repre- 
ſent the of I will never adhere to, 
ſupport, or put Confidence in any Adminiſtration, until an Act is obtained to 
| repeal 


RF 3 
repeal that Act which entitles every Member of the Houſe of Commons to 
ſit for ſeven Years in Parliament, and to conſtitute in its Room an Annual 
or a Triennial Parliament; a ſecond Bill to eſtabliſh a numerous and effec- 
tual Militia thraughout the Kingdom, for the natural Security and Peace of 
theſe Realms ; and a third, by which a greater Number of thoſe who hold 
Places under the Government ſhall be rendered incapable of fitting in Parlia- 
ment, than are at preſent excluded by any Laws now in Force, And I 
further proteſt and declare, that I will not give my Conſent to, but ſtrenu- 
ouſly oppoſe the paſſing of any Bills, that ſhall grant Aids of Money to the 
Crown, until -theſe three abovementioned Bills are obtained and paſſed into 
Laws. And I declare by theſe Preſents under my Hand and Seal, that I ac- 
cept of my Seat in Parliament upon theſe Terms ; and that I underſtand this 
to be the Intention of my Conſtituents ; and if I do not perſevere in endea- 
vouring to obtain to my utmoſt the three above-mentioned National Bills, I 
voluntarily acknowledge, in this publick Manner, that I ſhall juſtly be deemed 
by all Mankind falſe to my Conſtituents, and a Traytor to my Country, 


Signed and Sealed, &c. 
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